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I began my study this week asking a very basic question:  

“What is John 19 about?” That may seem obvious at first.  

 

The most basic answer is that John 19 is an historical account of the facts of 

Jesus suffering before Pilate at the hands of His Jewish enemies. So in one 

sense, John 19 is just telling the story – it’s relating the unfolding details that 

led up to the cross. But it is so much more than that.  

 

I suppose the easiest way that I could teach John 19 would be to say, look at 

how Jesus suffered and follow His example in how you handle suffering in 

your own life. And in one sense that is very true. Jesus sets the precedence 

for how His followers handle suffering. When we suffer we are to look to 

Jesus and follow His example. “For you have been called for this purpose, 

since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow 

in His steps, WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT 

FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; and while being reviled, He did not revile in 

return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to 

Him who judges righteously;”  (I Peter 2:21-23).  And so when we suffer for 

doing what is right in the name of Christ, we are to do it like Christ by not 

sinning with retaliation and condemning words, but we are to entrust 

ourselves into the righteous hands of God.  

 

And yet that’s not the point of John 19. How we are to handle suffering is an 

implication of John 19 but not the ultimate purpose of John 19. There is a 

superior, eternal purpose that God is fulfilling in the suffering of Christ. He 

did not just suffer to set a good example for us, He suffered to save us from 

the holy, just, and righteous wrath of God because of our rebellious and 

wretched sin. You cannot divorce Christ’s suffering from God’s sovereign 

plan of salvation to rescue man from the condemnation of sin.  

 

For example,  

� Heb 2:9: The purpose of Jesus’ suffering was so that He might taste 

death for everyone; that He might take upon Himself the suffering 

we deserve for our sin.  

� Heb 5:8-9: We learn obedience because we are by nature 

disobedient—but that is not the case with Jesus. His suffering was a 

manifestation of obedience so that He could be the source of 

salvation to those who obey Him. Jesus’ life of sinless obedience 

meant that He lived a perfect life of obedience so that as a human He 

could stand in our place and be an acceptable offering/sacrifice 

before God in order to save us.  

 

If you divorce the sufferings of Christ from God’s purpose of saving man 

from sin, you have gutted the cross of its meaning. That’s why Peter went on 

to say, “and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we 

might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were 

healed.”  (I Peter 2:24)  What we need most in life is not just examples, we 

need saving grace! 

 

That’s what John 19 is about: It is a picture of God’s greater purpose. It is a 

living drama of the gospel. What do I mean by the gospel? Let me put this 

way: The gospel is the good news that the holiness of God and the 

wretchedness of man can be reconciled at the cross.  

 

Let me summarize for you in one sentence the greater reality that is reflected 

here in John 19:  

The cross is God’s sovereign plan for the perfect holiness of God and the 

wretched sinfulness of man to be reconciled.  

 

So for the remainder of our time, we are going to focus on these 3 realities:  

� The holiness of God as we see it in the life of Jesus. 

� The wretchedness of sin as we see it in man. 

� The sovereign plan of God as we see it in the gospel.  

 

A. Holiness of God in the life of Jesus 

 

Keep in mind that Jesus and the Father are one (Jn 10:30: “I and the 

Father are one”; cf. Jn 17:11, 21-22). Jesus as the Son of God is 

God Himself and shares the full essence and extent of the Father’s 

attributes, including holiness.  

 



How do we see the Holiness of God in the life of Jesus reflected in 

John 19?  

 

By the time we get to chapter 19 Jesus has been through two Jewish 

“trials” and two Roman trials. His enemies have been watching Him 

with an eagle eye. They have been watching for any opportunity to 

trap Him. But they cannot.  

 

Three times Pilate affirms the innocence of Jesus. The first is in John 18:38 

when Pilate said to the Jews, “I find no guilt in Him.” Then Pilate has Jesus 

scourged (19:1), trying to appease the Jews and draw some sympathy from 

the crowd so that Pilate could avoid condemning an innocent man and at the 

same time avoid a public uprising. In vs 4 Pilate brings Jesus out before the 

crowds and for a second time declares, “I find no guilt in Him.” When the 

chief priests respond with a demand to crucify Him in vs. 6, Pilate argues a 

third time, “I find no guilt in Him.”    

 

The Jews wanted to charge Jesus with blasphemy for claiming to be the Son 

of God. The only problem with their case was that He is the Son of God. 

They wanted the Romans to convict Him for treason, for claiming to be a 

king. The problem with their case was that while He was a king, He posed no 

threat to the Romans. In other words, the only thing they could accuse Jesus 

of was speaking and living the truth. He lived a holy life.  

 

It’s one thing to do what is right and honor God when life is relatively good, 

but to suffer injustice at the hands of wicked men puts one’s humanity to the 

test. And under that test Jesus stood firm, never violating His Father will. 

Heb 2:18 says Jesus is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted 

because “He was tempted in that which He suffered.” Yet even having been 

tempted in all things, He was without sin (Heb 4:15).  

 

In Jesus, we see the perfect holiness of God that would ultimately pave the 

way to our redemption as the perfect acceptable sacrifice. Little did Pilate 

understand how true his words were: “I find no guilt in Him.” 

 

Illus: Innocence of Jesus is like the brilliance of a diamond that stands out 

against the contrast of a black velvet background.   

B. Wretchedness of sin in humanity 
 

1. Pilate  
 

When Pilate orders Jesus to be scourged in vs. 1, He already 

knows that Jesus is innocent—He said so in 18:38. This is a ploy 

to satisfy the blood thirsty Jews for the sake of saving his own 

career. Scourging was a gruesome form of torture where the 

prisoner was bound to a post and repeatedly beaten with a bone 

or metal-tipped whip, shredding his bare back until the muscles 

and bones were exposed (MacArthur, 338). Jewish law 

prohibited more than 40 lashes, but the Romans had no such 

“mercy.” Often men would die in the scourging. This is the 

torture Pilate inflicted on Jesus to avoid crucifying an innocent 

man. Pilate was afraid to crucify Him because He claimed to be 

the Son of God. “The Jews answered him, “We have a law, 

and by that law He ought to die because He made Himself 

out to be the Son of God.” Therefore when Pilate heard this 

statement, he was even more afraid;” (John 19:7-8). Yet 

when Pilate made further effort to release Jesus in vs. 12, the 

Jews pinned him against the wall. Either he had to crucify Jesus 

or be accused of treason against Caesar. “As a result of this 

Pilate made efforts to release Him, but the Jews cried out saying, 

“If you release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar; everyone 

who makes himself out to be a king opposes Caesar.” (vs. 12). 

Pilate had to make a choice between his conscience and his 

career, and he chose his self-interests over another man’s life.  

That’s what sin will do in the heart of man. It will make you 

so self-centered that you will injure and destroy others to please 

yourself.  
 

2. Roman Soldiers  
 

Trained as experts in torture and humiliation, the soldiers were 

calloused enough not only to kill but also to enjoy the torture 

they inflicted on their victims. They made a game out of 

mocking the man they took sport in torturing. “And the soldiers 

twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and 



put a purple robe on Him; and they began to come up to Him 

and say, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and to give Him slaps in the 

face.”  (vs. 2-3) That’s what a heart calloused by sin is 

capable of.  

 
3. Jews  

 

Not only do the Jews abandon all justice to falsely accuse an 

innocent man, they blaspheme the very one who is holy. They 

blackmail Pilate to condemn Jesus by threatening to report him 

to Caesar for treason (vs. 12). They reveal the depth of their 

hatred toward Jesus in vs. 15 when they announce: “we have no 

king but Caesar.” They would rather have Caesar (whom they 

hate) be their king, rather than the Son of God (15).  
 

“Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute 

darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter 

for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” (Isa 5:20) 
 

That’s what sin will do to a heart driven by self-serving 

jealousy.  
 

In John 19, we see the holiness of God in Jesus and the wretchedness of sin 

in man collide. Like a high pressure system and a low pressure system that 

collide, it creates a violent storm. Yet who controls the weather? What I want 

you to see is that the violent storm in John 19 is not out of control but under 

God’s sovereign hand.  
 

C. Sovereign Plan of God in the gospel  
 

We find our clue in vs. 11 but we must begin reading in vs. 8, 

“Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more 

afraid; 
9
 and he entered into the Praetorium again and said to Jesus, 

“Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 
10

 So Pilate 

said to Him, “You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have 

authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify You?” 
11

 

Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it 

had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me 

to you has the greater sin.” (vs. 8-11).  All throughout chapters 18 & 

19 Pilate as been arrogantly strutting his authority over the Jews 

while the Jews have been bullying Pilate to get their way. But Jesus 

is saying that ultimately Pilate is not calling the shots, the Jews are 

not calling the shots, God is calling the shots. By His : sovereign 

power and wisdom,  God is using the sinful choices of men (which 

they are fully responsible for) to accomplish His superior purpose of 

saving sinners through the crucifixion of His Son.  
 

John has been giving us clues all along the way that the events 

surrounding Jesus’ life are not just happenstance. They are carefully 

directed by the hand of God. For example:  
 

� John 18:4: “Jesus, knowing all the things that were coming upon 

Him, went forth” to face His accusers. This takes place in the 

Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus affirms that what is coming 

upon Him is the Father’s will.  

� 18:11: Jesus told Peter to put his sword away saying, “The cup 

which the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?” To resist the 

Romans would have been to resist the Father’s will.  

� Acts 2:22-24: "Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the 

Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and 

wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your 

midst, just as you yourselves know-- this Man, delivered up by 

the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to 

a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death."And 

God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, 

since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power. 

� Acts 4:27-28: For truly in this city there were gathered together 

against Thy holy servant Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both 

Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the 

peoples of Israel, to do whatever Thy hand and Thy purpose 

predestined to occur. 

� Isa 53:4-6, 10a: Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our 

sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, 

Smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced through for 

our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The 

chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His 

scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, 

Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused 

the iniquity of us all To fall on Him… But the LORD was pleased 

To crush Him, putting Him to grief. 



Why is it so important that we acknowledge God’s sovereign hand in the 

death of Jesus? Because without it, Jesus’ death has no more impact on your 

life than a stranger murdered on the streets of Chicago. But because God has 

purposed to sacrifice His holy Son to redeem sinful men, we may have the 

hope of eternal life.  

 

When we gather on Good Friday, don’t marvel at what man could do to Jesus 

but what God did for men. Don’t marvel at the gruesome and vicious 

wickedness of man’s sin. Marvel at the love of God that He would subject 

His Son to such wretched sinners so that sinners might be saved.  

 

Some of you may not like the fact that I have been using the word wretched 

to describe mankind—after all, a lot of people strive  to live a good life. I 

have shown you what sin will do. Yet many of you would argue, but I’m not 

like Pilate or the Jewish leaders. And Yet when we see that God is holy in the 

sense that He is absolutely, without exception, perfectly pure; any shade or 

sliver of sin is unholy and puts us in direct opposition to God.  

 

When we choose our own self-interests over God’s, we may not appear as 

despicable as Pilate, but we are not better.  

When we love what we know God hates, it may not appear as evil as the 

Jew’s envious hatred of Jesus, but we are not better.  

When our hearts grow calloused and we no longer find ourselves bothered 

but rather desensitized to sin’s foulness, we may not be as twisted as the 

Roman soldiers who made a sport out of brutalizing human beings, but we 

are not better.  

 

Don’t get caught in the comparison game, sin of any proportion alienates us 

from God. (Isa 59:2) 

 

When we talk about the depravity of sin, it doesn’t mean that we are all as 

bad as we possibly could be. It means that we can go down the road of sin as 

far as we want to. Any human being is capable of any sin to any extent.  

Why? Because it is our nature to sin. Someone may be further down the road 

than you, but if you will examine your heart in the light, you will find that 

you have been on the same road.  

 

The reason the Jews hated Jesus is because He did not walk the same road. 

The light of His holiness exposed the darkness of their sin. But the good 

news is that God was in the storm.  

 

The good news of the gospel is that wretched sinners are reconciled to God 

when they meet at the cross. How does that work? At the cross God poured 

out the fullness of His holy and just wrath on Jesus as the perfect, holy 

sacrifice for sin so that sinners who take refuge under the safety of Jesus by 

exchanging their sin for His sacrifice would receive the mercy of 

forgiveness. That exchange or change is called repentance and faith. It means 

forsaking our sinful independence and taking hold of Jesus—taking hold of 

what God has done for us through the suffering of His Son.  

 

Why would God do that? Why would He allow Jesus to stand in our place? 

Because God is love.  

 

“… God is love. 
9
 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has 

sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 
10

 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 

Son to be the propitiation for our sins. (I John 4:8b-10)  (propitiation: wrath-

absorbing) 

 

Jesus was condemned by the Jewish leaders; He was crucified by Pontius 

Pilate because they rejected Him as God and King. What will you do with 

Jesus? Perhaps the better question is, “What will Jesus do with you?”  

He will either be your judge or He will be your Savior.  

 

I urge you to surrender to His kingly reign in your life . Confess your life of 

sin to Him and confess Him as Lord of your life. To believe in Jesus means 

that you acknowledge that as the Son of God He is both Savior and King. 

Your life is no longer your own. It belongs to Jesus and His love becomes 

your joy—the joy of salvation! 

 

When Jesus conquers your sin and establishes His throne in your life, He 

does four things for you:  

 

 



1. He redeems you. 
 

Eph 1:7—“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, 

which He lavished upon us.” 

 

2. He frees you from God’s wrath (propitiation) 

 

1 John 4:10—“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 

loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

 

Jesus absorbed our punishment, and therefore, when you believe in 

Him your sins are no longer held against you.  

 

3. He justifies you before God. 

 
Justified ~ You are declared right before God—a permanent change 

of status.  

 

Rom 5:9—“having now been justified by His blood, we shall be 

saved from the wrath of God through Him.” 

 

4. He reconciles you to God. 
 

Rom 5:10—“while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 

through the death of His Son” –no longer enemy, but friend 

 

 

Prayer: 

Oh, Father, I marvel at your sovereign plan of salvation. I shudder to 

comprehend that you should give your only begotten Son to suffer such 

immense abuse, suffering, and torture at the hands of wretched men. And that 

not being even the greatest of His suffering but that He should bear Your just 

and holy wrath for our sin so that we might receive mercy, grace, forgiveness 

and everlasting life. How absurd to think that we could find a better way, 

attempting to live good lives apart from utter dependence on your grace. We 

are fools! Sin has deceived us. We have failed to see the intense perfection of 

your holiness and the wretchedness of our sin. We have failed to grasp what 

great love you have bestowed on us in the death of your Son. We have failed 

to see our need for His resurrection power in our lives. But oh God, open the 

eyes of our spiritual hearts to see you and to see ourselves in such a way that 

we would run to the cross and prostrate ourselves there in humility, 

surrender, repentance, and true faith so that we might rejoice in the sweet 

salvation of your grace. Amen. 


